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Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG)

Private nonprofit colleges in Virginia are dedicated to helping Virginia students succeed.

x  TheVirginiaTuition Assistancé&rant(TAG programwasestablishedn 1971 Thelegislaturerecognizedhe need
for a private collegegrantthat would help offset the public collegesubsidyandthe citizensof Virginiaagreed Voters
approvedthe TAGprogramin a statewidereferendum

x  TAGprovides annual grantsto Virginiaresidentswho are full-time students at an eligible private college or
university In 20142015 approximately23,000 Virginiaresidentswill receivenon-needbasedtuition grantsof $3,100
(undergraduate)and $1,550 (graduatestudentsin health professions) Theawardamountis basedon the number of
eligiblestudentsandthe amountof fundsappropriatedby the GeneralAssembly TAGgrantsare limited to four years
at the undergraduatdevel

x  TAGis celebratingover 40 years of makinga college education more affordable for over 185000 Virginians,
includingmanylow and middle incomefamilies Privatecollegescontinueto servea wide variety of Virginiastudents
in terms of academiability and sociceconomicprofile.
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Tyler Mullins
Pharmacy
Class of 2015
Clinchco Virginia

Appalachian
College of Pharmacy

Growing up in Southwest Virginia has presented me with the opportunity to
see firsthand the need for improvement in healthcare in rural areas
throughout the Appalachian region. | did not know immediately what career
path | wanted to follow, but | did know that | wanted to get involved and help
make a positive difference in my community. Upon deciding that pharmacy
was the profession that | wanted to enter, | knew that the Appalachian Colleg
of Pharmacy was a perfect fit for me.

As with all collegiate programs, the financial aspect of attending a Doctor of
Pharmacy program was a concern for me. With the help of the Virginia Tuitic
Assistance Grant program, my financial burden is much easier to manage.
While attending the Appalachian College of Pharmacy, | have been able to g
back to my community more than | could have imagined. | have been involve
with numerous health screenings and health education events since attendin
ACP and have seen fitsand the impact that pharmacists can have on their
local community. These experiences and my career path would not be
possible without the help of programs like the Virginia Tuition Assistance
Grant, and for that | will always be grateiu!




Zachary Branch
Aviation & Business
Class of 2014
Axton, Virginia

Averett University

Averettwas an easy choice, because | loved it from the first day that | walked
onto the campus. It was the perfect place to study Aviation and Business
Administration and | loved the feeling of being in a family that cared for me. |
have been inducted into the Alpha Chi Honor society and feel like a very
iImportant part of my university. It has become a second home.

Aviation has been a fascination for me as | have grown and moved through
phases of my life. My grandfather has shown a fascination in aviation as well
inspired me from the earliest moments of my life to become a pilot, and | am
proud to be able to become the thing | have always wanted to be.

| had found the school of my dreams but have to face a situation that arises ¢
year. My parents do everything that they can to help me fund my education, |
college tuition and Aviation expenses often make it hard for us to focus on ot
goals.

When | became a TAG recipient, a burden was lifted on the shoulders of me
my family. We are all very grateful and have a little less to worry about when
receive this amazing help




Bluefield College

When deciding which college would be right for me, my main objective was
to find a small Christian college. After learning more about the cost of higher
edgcation, price became a more injportant factO( in my dgcisiqn. ok ARy
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save a lot for college. Lucky enough, | visited and fell in love with Bluefieg =
College and was able to receive the Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant (V= "
which helped immensely with cost and made it possible for me to attend™\ "

Bluefield College has opened so many doors for me. The liberal arts
education offered at BC allows me to take classes that are not necessa
my major, but will help me develop into the teacher that | want to become
As a Christian college, BC also gives me the opportunity to grow in my faith
with God and walk this part of my life with Him and with other believers.

ShilahStiff
Elementary Education
g , . o A . Class of 2017
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College. | am so grateful that VTAG was available for me and that it gave me the
chance to get a great college education and become a great teacher.




Bridgewater College

| am currently a junior at Bridgewater College and am working towards a
bachelor of science in communication studies. Upon graduating from
Bridgewater in May 2015, | hope to pursue a career in radio broadcasting.

When | first came to Bridgewater, | was shy, reserved and not willing to come
out of myself much. Through the positive influences of professors, other
students and my advisor, | have become willing to try new experiences that p
me outside of my comfort zone. Since coming to Bridgewater, | have been give
the opportunity to voice my opinions and lead in organizations such as the Ci
War Club, Mass Communication Organization and BC Spark Radio.

Without the Tuition Assistance Grant, my choice of Bridgewater College might
not been able to become a reality. The TAG award has given me the
opportunity to grow and experience new opportunities that were otherwise
unavailable to me.

B Y
Andrew Peters
Communications
Class of 2015
Leesburg, Virginia




When | visited EMU, | knew immediately that the school fit me like a glove. It
was the perfect place for me, but there was one drawbathe private

school had a price tag that intimidated me and made me question whether
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financial burden alone, and | was so grateful for the help | received from the
Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant. VTAG helped ease the financial burden of
attending my first choice college and provided a means to afford an
education perfectly suited to my goals and dreams.

At EMU, | have been given so many opportunities to learn and grow. | was
accepted into the Honors Program, which has continually challenged me to
think deeply and broadly. | have enjoyed personalized instruction in my
classes and taken part in a thriving Visual and Communication Arts program

filled with resources to promote my creative learning. | plan to travel abroad Madeline Hostetler
U KNER dz3 K SYaltur@ldprogtabBoastady Spanish and culture in Photography & Digital Media
Guatemala and Cuba next spring. VTAG has made this learning possible, and Class of 2017

for that | am grateful! Linville, Virginia




Emory & Henry College

Coming from a small town, | always envisioned myself at a small, private P
college close to home. After visiting Emory & Henry for the first time, | knew V 4 77 'E. ‘L‘
that it was the perfect fit. With its low studesiiculty ratio and exceptional ' /A .
academic reputation, | dreamed of a successful future as a student and
graduate of Emory & Henry College. The Tuition Assistance Grant helped
make a private college education an affordable option for my family.

With hard work on my part in order to keep high grades, | will be able to
earn an undergraduate degree at the college of my choice. Then | plan to
attend graduate school to further my education in the field of psychology.

TAG has made it much easier on me and my family to set and achieve my | g+~ . -
educational goals. Thanks for supporting TAG and for helping keep the rich Hannah Fowler

diversity in private higher education in Virginia in reach for thousands of Psychology
students and families with dreams and goals like miri._ Class of 2016

Wytheville, Virginia




ShykealaAirielle Spratley
Theater Arts and Music
Class of 2014
Smithfield, Virginia

FerrumCollege

From the moment | stepped foot drerrumcCollege, | knew without a
doubt this was the college for me. | went through a series of emotions
from being devastated to fully ecstatic. | am the first person in my famil
to go to college and because of our financial situation | was devastated
when | saw the tuition cost. Never the one to be discouraged I still wen
forward with the application process and was accepte&d¢orum

College. The cost was still on my mind, but when | received my award
letter | was ecstatic that VTAG had cut down my tuition cost and made
going to my perfect school a reality.

At FerrumCollege | have undeniably found my second home. | am
involved in the atbirls audition choirCollegiatesl have been in
numerous straight plays and musicals, | am a member of Alpha Psi
Omega, the theatre honor society, and was the vice president of the
LGBT support group Spectrum. | cannot wait to move forward with
theatre and music. Thanks to VTAG for helping me go to my dream scf
| can say with confidence, look for me on a stage near yu..




Raymond Owen
English
Class of 2014
Natural Bridge, Virginia

HampdenSydney College

| am a nortraditional student of Hampdefsydney College. | did not choose to pursue
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decade. But | decided to pursue an education because | saw that | had no sound fir
future without a college degree. Before college, | was living paycheck to paycheck,
working deadend jobs without the ability to save money. And so, when | entered
college, | needed a way to finance my education. | resolved to worktafielljob and go
to school paritime if necessary in order to facilitate my goal, but with financial
assistance from programs like the VTAG, | was able to enter school asradidtudent
without having to worry about a futime job.

| chose the private education of Hampd&ydney College for its rigorous academics, i
heavy emphasis on writing, and its-alkle learning environment. And because of
financial aid programs like the VTAG, | have been able to afford this education and f
fully on learning instead of my economic livelihood. This focus on academics has al
me to maintain an overall A grade point average, become a member of Sigma Tau [
English honors society, Eta Sigma Phi, Classics honors society, and Omicron Delta
national honors leadership society. Furthermore, | was awarded a Madison Scholar:
very difficult and competitive academic achievement, and | was even able to attend
summer school at Oxford University. But these achievements have only been possil
because of fin VTAG program




Hampton University

As a first generation college student, my dream of attending coltdgealone the
prestigious Hampton Universityseemed lofty. My parents instilled in me at an early
age the importance of obtaining a college degree. When | was accepted into Hamy
University, it was a dream come true; not only for me but for my family as well.
Hampton is worlerenowned for its various academic programs, consistently being
ranked one of the top historically black universities in the nation. This high regard f
Hampton is what attracted me to this unique and special place, which initially seen
out of my reach financially. Because of the Virginia Tuition Assistance GIéAG)V |
was able to not only attend HU, but continue to matriculate and grow each year.

When | have advocated for the FAG, some legislators have expressed to me that if
gl yGSR 3IANIYyid FdzyRa FTNBY GKS /2YY2ygSI|
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Education For Lifas Hampton calls it, could not have been obtained anywhere else

5 Qv Marcgll Love Thus, | am extremely grateful for this award. Helping me to stay in school each sen
Political Science & through the VTAG, has contributed to my recent acceptance into the Teach for Am
Leadership Studies 2014 corps. Following graduation, | will teach high school social studies in Eastern

Class of 2014
Henrico, Virginia

Carolina while pursuing my Masters of Education degree. This will lead me to my
ultimate goal of obtaining a law degree and returning to contribute back to the citiz
of our fine Commonwealth.
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Hollins University

The emphasis that Hollins University places on individual growth, academic
rigueur, and career development makes it an ideal higher education institutio
for any young woman. In particular, | wanted to attend Hollins because of its
accepting and understanding community. It is because of awards like the
Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant that | am able to attend such a unique and | =
prestigious institution.

With the cost of college education growing at an alarming rate, my family, like
many others, has found it increasingly difficult to help fund my education. The
monetary support that the TAG provides is very important in this regard. In
part because of the VTAG, | am able to pursue many ambitious goals at Holli
| am majoring in international studies and economics and | will be studying
abroad in London, Cuba, and Jamaica during my time here. The education |
gain at Hollins with the help of the VTAG will be invaluable as | continue in m
education and career:

HillaHaidari
International Studies & Economic
Clasof 2016
AnnandaleVirginia




Jefferson College of Health Scienc

TamikaMixon
Nursing
Class of 2015
Roanoke, Virginia

As an unemployed mother of two small children, deciding to go back to college
was a difficult decision for me to make. My financial situation played a huge ro
in my reluctance to leave the work force to return to college. | decided to step
out on faith knowing that this great sacrifice of going back to college would one
day ensure that my family and | will be able to have a bright, successful future.
always knew that | wanted to be a nurse because | enjoying touching the lives
those in need. My decision to attend Jefferson College of Health Sciences
RSLISYRSR 3INBFGfeé dz2y GKS 0O2ff S3SQa
educated and weltrained healthcare professionals.

At Jefferson College of Health Sciences, | have received scholarships and grar
including the Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant (VTAG) to help alleviate the cos
tuition. With the constant rise in the cost of tuition, the recent increase in the
VTAG is beneficial and greatly appreciated. The VTAG has given me the
opportunity to become one step closer to achieving my goal of becoming a nur
After | graduate from Jefferson College of Health Sciences, | look forward to
making a difference in my community just as being the recipient of the VTAG h
made a difference in my lifc




Liberty University
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and my major is environmental biology with a teacher ‘
licensure and a minor in psycholodyplan to use my
degree to teach science to middle school or high school
students.L QY @OSNE LI} aaAz2ylraS 0oz
0StASOS GKSNBQa | 3INBFG ySS
teachers! Of course, this might not even be a possibility
without the Virginia Tuition Assistance Grafttamazes me
that my state has given me $11,250 over my four years of
college to help me achieve my goalgknow that my

parents are very appreciative of it since they pay for my
school and have had three kids go to college (with one
currently in medical school) and one more to ith the
help of this grant, | am able to graduate from a university

Hannah Dixon

Environmental Biology
Class of 2014
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of Virginia for supporting its residents to strive for higher
education! Thank/ou!




DarriusM. Slaughter
Business
Class of 2017
Rustberg Virginia

Lynchburg College

| am a freshman at Lynchburg College. | chose Lynchburg College
because of its beautiful campus, friendly community, and dedicatec
faculty. However, as | was applying here, | had growing concerns a
to how | would manage to overcome the seemingly impossible task
of paying for college. As the first individual in my family to attend a
four year college, | did not want to place a tremendous burden on
my parents by requesting they take out personal loans, but
thankfully, the TAG grant helped ease some of my worries after
learning that | qualified for it simply by living here in State.

Since receiving the TAG grant, it has been a tremendous help
financially and opened up so many doors for my future. | can now
save up money to attend graduate school and hopefully secure a
good living for both me and my family. Without TAG, | would have
had to reconsider colleges, but thankfully TAG made my wishes a
reality. Thank you, TAG, for allowing me to attend my first choice
college and allowing me and my family to have a better futue.




Mary Baldwin College

Growing up in my householdhethermy sister or | would attend college was not a
guestion: the question walsowwe would be able to make that happen financially.
The TAG award helped make Mary Baldwin College (MBC) affordable for my fami

Because of the TAG award, | am able to learn in the small, personal environment
| love. | have also found myself in a wide array of leadership positions, from the
ASONBiUFNE 27T t bdusasdotaBoyi of ar gyidBsOvihegeli éan share
my love for MBC with future Squirrels to my position as manager of the softball
team. My family is continually amazed at the opportunities Mary Baldwin opens fc
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students myself and lead them to the path of success that | have found through
college experience.

For many students like me, the TAG award allows them to achieve their dreams by AmberOcasio
making college more financially feasiblc. English
Class of 2015

SedleyVirginia
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JohnRenkiewicz
English
Clasf 2015
Burke, Virginia

Marymount University

| was in the U.S. Marine Corps from 197887, when | left to pursue a civilian
career. After 9/11, | joined the Virginia Army National Guard and then returne
to active duty. | retired from active duty on September 1, 2012.
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Marymount University (MU) in 2013. | am pursuing a degree in English with
secondary teaching certification. Since, | enjoy young people and want ther
succeed, | am determined to give them the language skills necessary to com
in the 2Pt century. | chose MU because the English program was more finel
focused and the core curriculum includes theology, philosophy, and ethics
requirements. Also, the smaller, more personalized instructional environmen
was very appealing to me.

The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant (TAG) Program coupled with the Gl Bill
makes it possible for me to attend MU and to keep my loan debt smaller than
would otherwise be the case. | sincerely hope that you will continue to fund -
and would be especially appreciative of any grant increase. TAG helps stude
attend college without high levels of debt to overcome upon graduauon.




EIizabethDeleﬁ?j
Biology & Psychology
Class of 2014
Arlington, Virginia
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Randolph College

After Katrina, my mom, sister and | moved to Arlington, VA, to live with family. The cos
of maintaining two households (my father living in New Orleans still), was a strain on
family and when it came time to apply for college, | had no idea how | was going to af
it. | had fallen in love with the psychology and biology departments at Randolph, and
knew the small classes would really benefit my education and my future, but | had no
idea how my family would be able to afford it. The Virginia Tuition Assistance Grant
helped me to be able to afford my education and opened the door to so many
opportunities.

By attending Randolph College, | have been able to participate in meaningful biologic
independent studies and was selected for Psi Chi and Tri Beta Honor Societies. | was
chosen for the Randolph College Summer Research Program whéistemna
monocytogenesesearch was supported by the Virginia Foundation of Independent
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institution, are helping me to achieve my career goals of a joint PhD/MD in Biomedica
Sciences and one day cure canc.r.




RandolphkMacon College

The Virginia TAG grant has been a blessing for my favithen | was looking for
schools, | knew | wanted to be in a place that was personal, someplace where |
would be more than just a number. Randolptacon is exactly that place. The
college takes pride in its small class sizes and | look forward to building close
relationships with my professors.

| was given the opportunity to play football, and the community | found through
the football program is incredible. Additionall\yMRC offers a preministry career
patht a2 YSUKAY 3 LQ@S Ftglea ol yiSR (G2 L

When | decided that ®1C was the right fit for me, my family and | knew that we
would need help financially. My brother and | are both in college, so finances are
especially challenging.

Brody Scott
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incredible things that RI1C offers. | can now pursue my lifelong goals without Williamsburg, Virginia
hesitation, and for that | am forever thankfu..

Thanks to the Virginia TAG grant some of the financial burden was lifted off my




Jonathan Lesli&€ary
Business
Class of 2016
Salem, Virginia

Roanoke College

| should not be attending Roanoke College today. Given my background, college shoulc
have even been an option for me. However, there are two reasons that | am attending

Roanoke College: | have been blessed with incredible family and friends who have belie
me even when | have not believed in myself, and Tuition Assistance Grant that | receive

Each day | strive to make every effort to achieve academic excellence. In addition, | ha
made it a priority to be involved in extracurricular activities and organizations such as A
Kappa Psi (Business and Economics Fraternity) and the National Society of Leadership
Success. | am also interested in establishing an organization on campus for students wil
would like to become better public speakers. With the opportunity | have been given, at
with the assistance of my professors and fellow students, | am confident that | can make
a reality.

In life, | believe that our experience is primarily determined by two factors. The first

determinant are the choices we make regarding how to live each day of our lives. The s
determinant is grace. | believe that when we make the right choices and strive to be the
version of ourselves we can be, remarkable occurrences beyond our control take place
lives- grace. | consider the Tuition Assistance Grant to be one example of the grace in

life for without this support, my present and future success would not be poss ble




ChandaFeathers
Biology
Class of 2016
Winchester, Virginia

Shenandoah University

| am a sophomore at Shenandoah University aspiring to become a physicic
assistant. Working in the medical field has always been a dream of mine. |
choose Shenandoah University because of the location, classroom size, ar
the scholarships their students were awarded to help them afford college.

| am a first generation college student. My Mom is a daycare director and n
dad is disabled from a back injury. My family has been burdened with many
YSRAOItT oAffta FYyR AG 0S3LyYy G2 22
Shenandoah University. | have been working at minimum wages jobs since
was sixteen so | could establish a college fund. The fund never got started
because | decided to help my family financially first.
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injury and multiple surgeries, my family has a lot of financial problems. Wh
| decided | wanted to go to a private college my parents were shocked
because they knew private colleges were expensive. | am very grateful to
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able to afford college at all.




